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MALAYSIAN STUDENT FOLLOWS IN 
TEACHING FAMILY’S FOOTSTEPS

What inspired you to pursue a career in early childhood 
education?
I come from a family of teachers and they inspired me to get into 
it. My mom and my grandmother have been educators for a really 
long time, with my mom specialising in early childhood – she’s a 
child developmentalist and consultant, and was a parenting and 
child care columnist for Malaysia’s The Star newspaper for 18 
years. My grandparents on my dad’s side were also teachers, so 
many of my family members work in education.

 

How did you hear about New Zealand Tertiary College 
(NZTC)?
I was originally considering doing a degree with a focus on 
Montessori, but my education agent encouraged me to study 
with NZTC. I decided to try it for one year by studying the 
Certificate in Early Childhood Education (Level 5) [now called 
the New Zealand Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care 

(Level 5)] in New Zealand and I enjoyed it. I was then able to 
pathway into the second stage of the Bachelor of Teaching (ECE), 
which I am currently busy with. 

Why did you choose NZTC as your education provider?
I liked that I would have the opportunity to be able to work and 
study at the same time. Being able to put theory into practice 
gives me perspective in my assessments and helps me to reflect 
on my learning.

How are you finding studying online?  
Studying online takes a lot of self-discipline, so it was hard for 
me at first as I sometimes tend to procrastinate. However, as 
I’ve been continuing with my studies, I’ve gradually started to 
develop a strong sense of independence and self-discipline, 
which has made online study easier.
 
How has it been working at an early childhood centre?
It’s been good! I enjoy being able to work with children every 
day. My centre is quite new, so we are still relatively small, but 
more and more children are joining. I’ve found that as the centre 
has been growing, I have been growing as a teacher as well. 

What support have you received from the college?
We have international tutorials where, at the end of each 
tutorial, we receive academic support. The NZTC lecturers have 
been a big help. Even though they might not be involved with 
a particular assessment that I’m working on, they still try their 
best to help me.  

What do you hope to achieve after you finish your studies? 
There’s so much! I hope to continue being an early childhood 
teacher, and I’d really like to run my own centre someday. I’m 
also considering focusing on art and ways for early childhood 
centres to incorporate it into their daily practice. 

What advice would you give other Malaysian students 
thinking of studying ECE in New Zealand?
Just do it. If it’s your passion, go for it. It’ll be hard at first being 
in a new country, but you’ll start to grow as a person and learn 
independence and self-discipline. 

Faith Chang journeyed to New Zealand to study a Bachelor of Teaching (ECE) with the college to pursue a 
career in early childhood education.

Faith Chang
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“Not only will I be providing comprehensive details about 
NZTC’s programs, the entry requirements, and the application 
and enrolment process, I’ll be sharing information about job 
outcomes for our students, the history of the college, and what 
the New Zealand lifestyle is like,” said Wang. 

She will also be updating educational partners and students about 
the college’s new Level 5 and 6 programs which cover additional 

NZTC India Marketing Officer Neha Khamitkar will visit the 
following cities in October, meeting with prospective students 
and educational partners.

If you are interested in meeting with Neha during her travels, 
please send an email to neha.khamitkar@nztertiarycollege.in 
or call +91 8879 63 9703.

We’re on our way to China! 

Marketing Officer to visit Gujarat & Pune 

New Zealand Tertiary College is heading to China in 
October and November. Educational partners and 
prospective students in Beijing, Chengdu, Shanghai, 
Taipei and Guangzhou will have the opportunity to 
meet with NZTC International Marketing Manager 
Audrey Wang.

subject areas including new research on child development, a 
greater focus on social competence in early childhood, more 
emphasis on the practical side of bicultural development, and a 
focus on leadership.

The new programs lead to the New Zealand Diploma in Early 
Childhood Education and Care (Level 5) and New Zealand 
Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care (Level 6). These 
programs pathway to the initial teacher education program - the 
NZTC Bachelor of Teaching (Early Childhood Education).

Audrey will be attending the China Education Expo (CEE) in 
Beijing on 21 and 22 October and Education New Zealand’s 
(ENZ) Agent Seminars in the five cities listed below. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to meet with Audrey in person and learn from 
her extensive NZTC knowledge.

“Being able to talk with NZTC staff face-to-face is a great 
opportunity to get detailed information and to ask any questions 
that you have about the college, studying in New Zealand, and 
much more,” she explained.
 
If you’re interested in meeting with Audrey while she is in China, 
please contact international@nztertiarycollege.ac.nz or 
phone +64 9 520 4000 / +86 138 18763748 (China only).

Cities

Cities

Beijing

Chengdu

Shanghai

Taipei

Guangzhou

Vadodara

Ahmedabad

Pune

Dates

Dates

20 – 24 October

25 – 27 October

28 – 31 October

1 – 2 November

3 – 4 November

5 October

6 - 7 October

27 - 28 October

Audrey with Josephine of EJ Professional Services at an ENZ Agent 
Seminar in Hong Kong

Neha Khamitkar
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The latest Global Peace Index has ranked New Zealand as the 
second most-peaceful country in the world, giving international 
students another good reason to choose Aotearoa as their study 
destination. 

The index, which is compiled annually, measures how peaceful 
the world’s countries are according to a range of factors, including 
intensity of a state’s internal conflict, political instability, level of 
violent crime, and relations with neighbouring countries. 

Up two places from the previous year’s rankings, New Zealand 
scored well on most of the 23 factors, helping to secure its 
second place spot on the index behind this year’s number one, 
Iceland. 

Click HERE to read more about the 2017 Global Peace Index.
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